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Curriculum and Planning Statement for Gamesley Early Excellence Centre  

Within the Nursery it is clear to see the themes of the EYFS and these link together to ensure that 

children learn and develop effectively. At Gamesley Early Excellence Centre staff value every child 

and their family as individual and make every effort to get to know them so that children feel safe 

and secure and confident. The relationships between adults and children are of paramount 

importance and children are treated with a high level of respect, as are their families. When children 

are VIPs their Levels of Well-being and Involvement are measured to ensure that children are happy 

and comfortable in Nursery and then whether they are able to attend to their play and learning. 

With this in place it helps to enable both children and their families to feel comfortable within the 

Nursery and this is the key to establishing a secure emotional environment, one in which children 

can develop and flourish.  

With these fundamentals in place we can then begin to think about Learning and Development. The 

physical environment is carefully organised as it is essential to children’s learning. It is organised in a 

manner to encourage children to be independent learners. Within the classroom adults treat 

children’s play with high levels of respect and believe that this play is the vehicle in which we can 

help children to develop, or further develop the characteristics of effective learning.  

Each area of Continuous Provision helps children to develop these characteristics, as do the adults 

who are working alongside the children. The areas of provision also support the prime areas and 

specific areas of Learning and Development.  

To enable children to develop the characteristics of effective learning and then go on to achieve the 

Early Learning Goals staff know that children have to have their interests followed and built upon. 

Therefore, at Gamesley Early Excellence Centre we have developed a planning system which builds 

upon children’s interests and allows staff the flexibility to follow up interests immediately and 

because staff know children so well they are able to move learning on through sustained shared 

thinking using children’s play and current interests as a foundation to build this on. Much planning is 

done in retrospect, as much of the children’s interests, thoughts and ideas are ‘here and now’ and 

need acting on immediately. In addition to this provocations and enhancements are made to areas 

by staff, in order to further develop children’s learning.  

In addition to our Planning in the Moment we do deliver some ‘adult-led’ sessions. These sessions 

differ depending upon the age and stage of the children. They initially focus on developing Listening 

and Attention skills, but as children develop move into teaching early phonics and maths. In addition 

to this we always read to the children and have a ‘Book of the Week’ which we share with families 

through Tapestry and Facebook.  

Our curriculum links closely with our approach to teaching and learning. We have carefully thought 

about the needs of our children and local community as we have planned the curriculum. In 

addition, we have consulted with the local primary school to ensure that our children are as ‘School 

Ready’ as possible.  



 

 

 

 

These books will be used as our Books of the Week, as group reading books and to support 

children’s interest and play through our Planning in the Moment approach. This list is continually 

added to depending upon interests.  

 

All the books support Expressive Arts and Design through the linked drama, small world and craft 

activities that link to them.  

Communication and Language Personal, Social and Emotional  

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
Each Peach Per Plum 
The Gruffalo  
Oi Dog! 
Shark in the Park 
Clip-Clop 
Hairy Maclary 
 
 
 
 
 

Oliver’s Vegetables 
Not Now Bernard 
Laura’s Star 
The Worrysaurus 
Smartest Giant in Town 
Mr Wolf’s Pancakes 
Jamaica Tagalong 
Dogger 
The Colour Monster 
Farmer Duck 
Owl Babies 
Cinderella 
The Three Little Pigs 
Maisy, Charley and the Wobbly Tooth  
A Piece of Cake 
 

Mathematics Understanding the World 

Rosie’s Walk 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
What the Ladybird Heard 
Goldilocks  
The Hungry Caterpillar 
Three Billy Goats Gruff  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Funny Bones 
My Five Senses 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar  
Rosie’s Walk 
Handa’s Surprise 
Mr Gumpy’s Outing 
Dear Zoo 
Noisy Farm 
Maisy Goes Camping  
Postman Bear What the Ladybird Heard 
Can’t You Sleep Little Bear 
The Enormous Turnip 
Dinosaur Roar 
Gingerbread Man 
Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs 
Maisy Goes to the Museum  
 
 

Core texts which support our Curriculum 



 

 

 

 

 

As a Nursery School we understand the important role that rhymes play in children’s language and 

literacy development. Therefore, as a Nursery we have identified our Core Rhymes. These rhymes 

are used as a rhyme of the week and also as rhymes that we use as part of our daily and weekly 

routines. It is our expectation that the children in the Nursery will know these rhymes well by the 

time they move to school. In addition to this list there are many other songs and rhymes used and 

these link in with children’s interest and play through our Planning in the Moment approach.  

• The Wheels on the Bus 

• Old MacDonald had a Farm 

• Baa Baa Black Sheep 

• Twinkle Twinkle Little Star 

• Humpty Dumpty 

• Incey Wincey Spider 

• Miss Polly Had a Dolly 

• 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Once I Caught a Fish Alive 

• Row, Row, Row the Boat 

• Days of the Week song 

• The weather song 

• Friends song 

• 5 Speckled Frogs 

• 5 Currant Buns 

• 5 Little Men in a Flying Saucer 

 

 

 

Core rhymes which support our 

Curriculum 



 

 

 

 

 

At our Nursery we endeavour to use Makaton signing as well as other communication support tools 

to help develop all children’s early communication skills. By using Makaton, it supports all children’s 

listening and attention skills, and also provides a method of communication for our children who are 

non-verbal.  

The list of Core Makaton vocabulary is taught to all children throughout the year. The reasons this 

vocabulary has been selected is because it was felt that these signs enable children with limited 

language to be able to express important messages. In addition to the Core Makaton, weekly 

Makaton signs are taught linked to our Book of the Week.  

Below is the list of our Core Makaton Vocabulary: 

• Toilet 

• Snack 

• Drink 

• Hurt 

• More 

• Stop 

• Yes 

• No 

• Help 

• Sitting 

• Sad 

• Happy 

• Worried 

• Look 

• Hello 

• Please 

• Thank you 

• Friend 

• Mummy 

• Daddy 

 

Core Makaton signs which support our 

Curriculum 



 

Communication and Language 

 

 

Our aim is for all the children who attend our Nursery School to: 

• To be able to communicate, in full sentences, about real-life events, familiar stories and 

imaginative scenarios, with both their peers and adults.  

We are mindful of the Early Learning Goal and the work that we put in place during a child’s time 

with us in Nursery School supports children to go on to achieve the goal at the end of Reception.  

 

Communication and Language ELGs: Children at the expected level of development will:  
ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding  
-Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to 
and during whole class discussions and small group interactions; 
 - Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding; 
 - Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers. 
 ELG: Speaking  
- Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced 
vocabulary;  
- Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate;  
- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future 
tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 
The Curriculum Aims at Gamesley Early Excellence Centre  

Final 
milestone 

To use props 
to retell as 
story using a 
wider 
vocabulary.    

To know and tell 
the following 
stories:  
-Three Little Pigs 
-3 Billy Goats Gruff 
-Little Red Riding 
Hood 
-Jack and the 
Beanstalk 
-Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears 

To be able to 
introduce a 
narrative into 
small world 
and role play, 
which 
includes: 
characters, 
place and 
events. 

To be able 
to use 
sentences 
which use 
because to 
link parts as 
they begin 
to answer 
why 
questions.     

To be able 
to focus on 
a self-
chosen 
activity until 
they reach a 
satisfactory 
conclusion.  

To be able to 
listen to 
adults and 
peers to 
communicate, 
asking simple 
questions. 

Second 
milestone 

To look at 
pictures in a 
familiar story 
and describe 
the stories 
and use some 
story 
vocabulary.   

To join in with 
repeated refrains 
from traditional 
tales.   

To be able to 
use some 
aspects of a 
simple 
narrative 
which includes 
characters in 
their small 
world and role 
play.  

To be able 
to use 
longer 
sentences of 
4 or more 
words.  

Can focus 
on a self-
chosen 
activity for a 
period of 
time.  

To be able to 
listen to an 
adult for a 
short period 
of time, 
responding to 
simple 
questions and 
instructions. 

Initial 
milestone 

To be able to 
look at 
pictures and 
use subject-

To show an interest 
in stories.    

To begin to 
pretend play 
with small 

To be able 
to use words 
and actions 

To begin to 
focus on an 
activity for a 
longer 

To be able to 
focus on an 
adult who 



verb-object 
sentences to 
describe 
them.  

world and role 
play.  

to express 
ideas.  

period of 
time with 
adult 
support.  
 
 
 
 
 

joins in with 
their play.   

 

 

Below show the types of activities that the children engage in that supports their development:   

Final 
milestone 

Guided 
reading.  
 
Daily story 
sessions with 
books and 
storytelling.  
 
Book of the 
week, with 
resources 
linked to the 
book 
provided. 
 
Book areas 
always 
accessible  

Book of the 
week covers 
the core titles.  
 
Retelling of 
the stories in 
story sessions, 
with children 
acting them 
out.    

Staff story-
scribing and 
these stories 
shared in 
group time.  
 
Modelling of 
narratives in 
play.  
  
 
  

Children are 
asked to share 
their ideas.  
 
Sentence 
structure is 
modelled to 
children.  

Encouraging 
children to 
plan their 
play.  
 
Encouraging 
children to 
persist as 
they 
encounter 
difficulties.  

Guided reading 
sessions.  
 
Taught adult-
led sessions.  
 
Modelling good 
communication 
through serve 
and return 
conversations.  

Second 
milestone 

Daily story 
sessions 
 
Book of the 
week 
 
Book areas 
always 
accessible 
 
Staff share 
books within 
the provision. 
 
Adults 
modelling 
language 
through play.    

As stories are 
told and read, 
staff pause to 
allow children 
to join in.  
 
Acting out of 
stories in 
provision.    

Story-scribing, 
which are then 
shared in 
group times.  
 
Modelling 
narratives in 
play.  
  

Children plan 
their play, 
using full 
sentences.   
 
Children are 
reminded to 
use their 
words and 
signs to make 
requests/share 
information.  
 
Staff remodel 
sentence 
structure back 
to children.  

Children are 
encouraged 
to plan their 
play.   
 
Staff 
checking in 
with how 
children are 
doing with 
their activity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guided reading 
sessions.  
 
Taught adult-
led sessions, 
using resources 
such as 
listening 
lollipop sticks.  
 
Makaton.  
 
Visual resources 
to support 
communication.  
 
Modelling good 
communication 
through serve 
and return 
conversations. 

Initial 
milestone 

Daily story 
sessions 
 
Book of the 
week 
 
Staff 
modelling 

Weekly book 
sharing at 
Nursery, 
which are 
then taken 
home and 
shared at 
home.   
 

Staff modelling 
play and 
language.  
   

Staff model 
language to 
children 
throughout 
their time.  
 
Children are 
encouraged to 
use their 

Staff 
continually 
supporting 
children to 
remain 
focused on 
their play.   
 
 

Staff supporting 
children’s self-
chosen play.  
 
Makaton.  
 
 



language 
through play. 
 
Staff sharing 
books within 
the provision  
 
 

Books shared 
within the 
provision.  

words and 
signs to 
communicate.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



An example of an adult-led session in the Caterpillar provision to support attention and listening 

skills.  

 

 

An example of how children’s language is developed through staff interacting with them in their self-

initiated play.  

 

 



An example of how more complex vocabulary is introduced through self-chosen activities with an 

adult. 

 

An example of how language is used to communicate and back and forth interactions.  

 



 

           An example of story scribing in the Butterfly Room. 

 

  

 

 



Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

 

 

 

 

Our aim is for all the children who attend our Nursery School to:  

• Be able to take turns and share with their peers, understanding what is fair.  

• Become citizens who are able to self-regulate their emotions and use their developing 

skills to negotiate.  

• Be inclusive and respectful of others 

• Be resilient with a can-do attitude 

• Begin to understand the importance of a healthy lifestyle, this will include exercise, 

nutrition, positive relationships and healthy choices.  

• Be independent in their own self-care 

 

We are mindful of the Early Learning Goal and the work that we put in place during a child’s time 

with us in Nursery School supports children to go on to achieve the goal.  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development ELGs: Children at the expected level of development will: 

ELG: Self-Regulation 

- Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly;  

- Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when 

appropriate;  

- Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show 

an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.  

ELG: Managing Self  

- Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge;  

- Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly;  

- Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the 

importance of healthy food choices.  

ELG: Building Relationships  

- Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others;  

- Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers;  

- Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs. 



The Curriculum Aims at Gamesley Early Excellence Centre 

Fi
n

al
 M

ile
st

o
n

e
 Children 

use 
languag
e to 
express 
how 
they can 
share 
and take 
turns, 
using 
equipm
ent like 
timers 
to 
support 
this. 

Childre
n are 
able to 
express 
their 
emotio
ns and 
label 
the 
emotio
ns of 
their 
friends/ 
charact
ers in a 
book. 

Children 
understa
nd the 
Nursery 
rules 
and will 
remind 
their 
peers of 
these. 

Children 
have 
some 
strategi
es of 
how 
they 
can 
cope 
when 
they are 
upset or 
frustrat
ed. 

Childr
en are 
able 
to 
plan 
where 
they 
are 
going 
to 
play 
and 
carry 
this 
out. 

Children 
are able 
to listen 
to 
instructio
ns. 

To be 
able 
to 
identi
fy 
foods 
which 
are 
health
y and 
say 
why.  

To know 
certain 
choices 
made by 
adults 
are bad 
for their 
health 
i.e. 
smoking
, 
alcohol, 
fizzy 
drinks 

To be 
able to 
recogni
se if 
childre
n or 
adults 
use 
hurtful 
words 
of 
actions 
and 
know 
who 
they 
can 
talk to, 
includi
ng 
extern
al 
agenci
es e.g. 
Police. 

To use the 
toilet 
independe
ntly, 
managing 
their own 
personal 
hygiene. 

To be able 
to put on 
clothing for 
different 
purposes, 
independe
ntly. 

Se
co

n
d

 M
ile

st
o

n
e

 Children 
use 
timers 
as a way 
of 
taking 
turns.  

 

Childre
n can 
name 
their 
feelings
. 

Children 
are 
beginnin
g to 
understa
nd the 
Nursery 
rules. 

Children 
know 
that 
their 
feelings 
are OK 
and 
they 
will be 
helped 
to 
manage 
them.  

Childr
en are 
able 
to use 
a 
choice 
board 
to 
plan 
where 
they 
are 
going 
to 
play.  

 

Children 
are able 
to stop 
when 
they hear 
the 
tambouri
ne. 

To be 
able 
to 
identi
fy 
food 
which 
are 
health
y. 

To begin 
to be 
aware of 
differen
ces and 
talk 
about 
these. 

To be 
aware 
that 
words 
and 
actions 
can 
hurt 
people. 

To use the 
toilet with 
increasing 
independe
nce. 

To be able 
to put on 
own coat 
and wellies. 

 

 



In
it

ia
l M

ile
st

o
n

e Childre
n 
accept 
the use 
of 
timers 
to take 
turns. 

Children 
are able 
to use the 
vocabular
y of happy 
and sad to 
express 
their 
feelings. 

Children 
are able 
to 
follow 
Nursery 
routines
. 

Childre
n know 
that 
staff 
will 
help 
them to 
calm 
down 
when 
they 
feel 
upset. 

Children 

are able 

to self-

select 

resource

s 

 

Children 
are 
aware 
that the 
bells 
mean 
that the 
adult is 
speaking
. 

Join in 
with a 
healthy 
snack 
time- 
learnin
g the 
names 
of 
foods. 

To begin to 
be aware 
of 
differences
. 

To 
begin 
to take 
turns 
and 
share, 
withou
t 
hurting 
each 
other. 

To be 
able to 
use the 
toilet 
with 
support
. 

To be 
able to 
take 
off 
own 
clothe
s and 
shoes. 

 

Below show the types of activities that the children engage in that supports their development:   

 

Fi
n

al
 M

ile
st

o
n

e
 Timers 

accessib
le for all 
children 
to use.  
 
Prompts 
given to 
children 
about 
timers.  

Guided 

reading 

sessions 

and 

selected 

books 

are used 

for 

teaching 

about 

emotion

s.  

E.g. The 
Colour 
Monster 

Nursery 

rules 

are 

displaye

d and 

revisite

d.  

 

Visual 
symbols 
used in 
provisio
n. 

Zen-den 

resource

s 

available.  

 

Adults 

available 

to 

support 

with co-

regulatio

n.  

 

Through 
provision 
children 
are 
taught 
strategie
s to 
support 
their 
emotions
. 

Before 
playing 
childre
n are 
asked 
where 
they 
are 
playing 
and 
what 
they 
are 
going 
to do.  
 
Childre
n are 
praised 
for 
followi
ng 
through 
with 
their 
plans.  

Clear 
expectatio
ns around 
how to 
listen and 
attend to 
speakers. 

Fruit and 

vegetabl

es are 

grown in 

the 

allotmen

t and 

then 

used for 

cooking. 

This is 

used to 

teach 

about 

foods.    

 

Snack 
time is 
used to 
teach 
about 
foods.   

Guided 

reading 

books 

provide 

opportuniti

es for 

discussion 

e.g. The 

Scarecrow’

s Wedding- 

smoking.  

 

As 
discussions 
arise, staff 
teach 
about 
healthy 
lifestyles. 

When 

disagreeme

nts happen, 

children are 

talked with 

about these. 

Explaining 

that it is 

never OK to 

hit anybody.  

 

Adult led 

sessions 

model how 

we respond 

and react 

when we 

are upset.  

 

Police and 
other 
services 
visits to 
Nursery 

Children 

can 

access 

the 

toilets 

as and 

when 

they 

need to.  

 

Children 
are 
given 
reminde
rs about 
flushing 
and 
hand 
washing. 

Children 

are 

encourag

ed to 

check the 

signs and 

then get 

themselve

s dressed 

for 

outdoors.  

 

Children 
have to 
wear 
aprons for 
painting, 
messy 
and water 
play and 
encourag
ed to do 
these 
themselve
s. 

 



Se
co

n
d

 M
ile

st
o

n
e

 3-minute 

timers 

used to 

give 

warnings 

about 

time left.  

 

Timers 

used to 

support 

turn 

taking.  

 

Emotions 

display 

boards 

are 

talked 

about 

with 

children- 

with a 

range of 

emotions

.  

 

Makaton 

core 

vocabula

ry.  

Emotions 
are 
labelled 
for 
children 
in their 
daily 
routines. 

Nursery 

rules 

are 

shared 

in adult 

led 

sessions

.  

 

Nursery 
rules 
reinforc
ed 
through 
visual 
symbols 
in 
provisio
n. 

Zen-den 

available.  

 

Adults 

support 

children 

with co-

regulation

.  

 

Children 
are talked 
to about 
their 
emotions 
and how 
to manage 
these. 

Choice 

boards 

are used 

to 

support 

children 

to plan 

where 

to play. 

 

Explicit 
teachi
ng on 
how to 
listen 
and 
attend 
in 
small 
adult 
led 
sessio
ns 

Snack 
time is 
used to 
teach 
about 
foods.   

Guided 

reading is 

used to talk 

about 

differences 

in people’s 

lives.  

 

Conversati
ons about 
the 
differences 
between 
children 
and their 
lives are 
encourage
d in a 
respectful 
way. 

When 

disagreeme

nts happen, 

children are 

supported 

to 

understand 

how others 

are feeling.  

 

Children 
are 
encourag
ed to do 
their own 
fastening
s. They 
are 
talked 
through 
how to 
wipe and 
then 
supporte
d as 
required.  
 
Children 
are 
reminded 
to visit 
the toilet.  

Children 

are 

taught 

where 

the 

waterpro

ofs and 

wellies 

are 

stored.  

 

Children 
are 
taught 
how to 
put 
clothing 
on and 
supporte
d with 
this. 

In
it

ia
l M

ile
st

o
n

e Introducti

on of 

short 

timers for 

turn 

taking.  

 

Emotions 

books, 

with the 

children’

s own 

photos. 

Talking 

and 

signing 

supports 

this.  

Makaton 
Core 
vocabula
ry of 
happy 
and sad. 

Routine

s are 

the 

same, 

but are 

flexible 

to meet 

the 

needs of 

children

.  

 

Bells are 

used to 

indicate 

changes 

in the 

times of 

the day.  

 

Simple 
visual 
timetabl
e 
pictures 
are 
shared.   

Children 
are 
supported 
through 
loving 
relationshi
ps to cope 
with their 
emotions. 

Resourc

es are 

availabl

e for 

children 

to select 

from.  

 

Children 

are 

support

ed to 

remain 

focusse

d on 

activitie

s.  

 

Childre
n are 
taught 
to stop 
and 
look at 
the 
bells 
when 
they 
are 
rung.   

Snack 
time is a 
highly 
structur
ed social 
time, 
with this 
being 
used as 
a time to 
teach 
vocabula
ry and 
signs. 

Children’s 
individual 
differences 
are talked 
about e.g. 
Hair colour 
etc 

Children are 
supported 
to take 
turns and 
share and 
helped to 
use words 
to express 
their 
wishes. 

Children 

are 

shown 

the potty 

and toilet 

every 

day.  

 

Children 

are taken 

to the 

toilet.  

 

Discussio
ns with 
parents 
agree 
when the 
child is 
ready 
and then 
a joint 
approach 
is used. 

Children 
are 
encourag
ed to 
remove 
own 
shoes and 
clothes 
for 
outdoor 
play 
before 
putting 
Nursery 
waterpro
ofs on. 



Evidence of children being encouraged to persist: 

 

 

An example of children being supported to take turns with timers:  

 

 

 



Evidence of teaching of turn taking: 

 

 

 

Example of children understanding and joining in with Nursery routines.  

 

 



Evidence of teaching about the Nursery rules: 

 

 

Example of how teaching supports children to build relationships: 

 

 

 



 

Evidence of talking about emotions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Physical Development  

 

 

Our aim is for all the children who attend our Nursery School to: 

• Develop a range of physical skills to fulfil daily tasks and sport-related activities 

• Begin to understand the importance of exercise as part of a healthy lifestyle 

 

We are mindful of the Early Learning Goal and the work that we put in place during a child’s time 

with us in Nursery School supports children to go on to achieve the goal at the end of Reception.  

 

Physical Development ELG: Children at the expected level of development will:  
ELG: Gross Motor Skills  
- Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others;  
- Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing;  
- Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing.  
ELG: Fine Motor Skills  
- Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing  
– using the tripod grip in almost all cases;  
- Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery;  
- Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 
The Curriculum Aims at Gamesley Early Excellence Centre  

Final 
milestone 

To have the stamina 
and desire to pursue 
and complete 
physical 
games/activities.    

To develop movement 
skills i.e. Balance, 
coordination and 
strength which enable 
them to join in with sport 
and activities.   

To be able to use 
tools effectively 
and safely for 
mark-making and 
craft. 

To be able to use tools whilst 
cooking and eating.  

Second 
milestone 

To be able to join in 
with simple physical 
games.  

To practice and grow in 
confidence at moving in a 
range of ways.  

To be able to 
access tools 
independently 
and safely.   

To be able to peel fruit.  

First 
milestone 

To be able to play 
simple chase games 
with peers.     

To explore movement 
and a variety of ways to 
move.   

To explore a 
variety of tools 
and their 
purpose.    

To be able to drink out of a 
cup and eat food at the 
table.  

 

Below show the types of activities that the children engage in that supports their development:   

Final 
milestone 

Weekly Hall sessions 
focusing on 
movement skills 

Outdoor continuous 
provision equipment. E.g. 
Monkey bars and stilts 
 
Weekly hall sessions.  

Woodwork 
opportunities 
 
Make and do area 
resources 
 
  
 
  

Regular baking/cooking 
sessions 



Second 
milestone 

Weekly Hall sessions 
focusing on 
movement skills 
 
Equipment 
continuously 
available.  

 Space and time to 
explore movement.  
 
Outdoor continuous 
provision equipment e.g. 
Slide, boulder climb, 
obstacle course resources 

 Make and do 
resources.  
 
Staff supporting 
children to use 
scissors.  

Snack time 

First 
milestone 

Support to build 
relationships.  
 
Space and time to 
move 

Physical equipment such 
as balance bikes, obstacle 
courses, space to move.  
 

Staff modelling 
how to use 
scissors.  
   

Snack time 
  

 

 

 

Evidence of developing fine motor skills: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Evidence of how children learn about foods and cooking through the allotment 

 

The initial stages of using scissors 

 

 



How staff support children to use scissors effectively 

 

 

Weekly hall sessions 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 



 

Literacy 

 

 

 

Our aim is for all the children who attend our Nursery School to: 

• develop a love of reading at Nursery and at home.  

• be enthusiastic mark-makers with the confidence to express their ideas.  

• begin to understand the relationship between letter shapes, their sounds and meaning.   

 

We are mindful of the Early Learning Goal and the work that we put in place during a child’s time 

with us in Nursery School supports children to go on to achieve the goal at the end of Reception.  

 
Literacy ELG: Children at the expected level of development will:  
ELG: Comprehension  
- Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words 
and recently introduced vocabulary;  
- Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;  
- Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems 
and during role-play. 
 ELG: Word Reading  
 - Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; 
 - Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; 
 - Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common 
exception words.  
ELG: Writing  
- Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;  
- Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters; 
 - Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

 

The Curriculum Aims at Gamesley Early Excellence Centre  

Final 
milestone 

To identify 
favourite 
stories and 
discuss these.   

Parents 
understand the 
importance of 
reading and 
writing with their 
child at home. 

To be able to 
blend and 
segment sounds 
in simple words. 

To make marks 
(including some 
letter like shapes) 
and ‘read; back what 
they’ve written.   

To be able to 
compose a 
narrative or a non-
fiction text with 
clear ideas, which 
are recorded by an 
adult.  

Second 
milestone 

To share a 
book 
attentively in a 
small group 
with an adult.  

Parents are in the 
routine of sharing 
books regularly 
and value this.  

To be aware of 
rhythm, rhyme 
and syllables, 
joining in with 
practical 
activities.  

To make marks in 
play-based 
opportunities when 
modelled and 
supported by an 
adult.   

To be able to 
share ideas, likes 
and dislikes and 
recognise that 
these can be 
recorded through 
story scribing.  
 

Initial 
milestone 

To know how 
to handle 
books and  

Parents 
understand the 
value of sharing  

To be able to 
listen to sounds, 
such as  

To explore a variety 
of mark-making 
materials.  

To be able to 
share ideas for an 
adult to record.  



 
enjoy looking 
at them.   

 
books from a very 
early age.   

 
environmental 
sounds.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

Below show the types of activities that the children engage in that supports their development:   

Final 
milestone 

Daily story 
sessions 
 
Book of the week 
 
Book areas 
always accessible 
 
Positive attitudes 
from all staff 
about books.  
 
Books in all areas 
of provision.   

Guided reading 
sessions with 
clear learning 
intention. 
Information 
about child’s 
reading and the 
book shared at 
home.   

Regular adult-
led phonics 
sessions. 
 
  
 
  

Adult-led phonics 
sessions 
 
Guided writing 
 
Writing 
opportunities 
throughout the 
provision. 
 
Adults modelling 
writing.   

Story scribing and 
then reading 
stories back.  

Second 
milestone 

Daily story 
sessions 
 
Book of the week 
 
Book areas 
always accessible 
 
Positive attitudes 
from all staff 
about books.  
 
Books in all areas 
of provision.   

Guided reading 
sessions, where 
progress is shared 
with parents and 
the books are 
shared at home.   

Regular adult 
led early 
phonics 
sessions.  
 
Instruments 
available in 
provision.  
 
Singing sessions 
as part of the 
routines.   

Adults modelling 
writing  
 
Mark-making 
materials accessible 
throughout the 
provision.  

Simple scribing of 
messages within 
play.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Initial 
milestone 

Daily story 
sessions 
 
Book of the week 
 
Book areas 
always accessible 
 
Positive attitudes 
from all staff 
about books.  
 
 

Weekly book 
sharing at 
Nursery, which 
are then taken 
home and shared 
at home.   

Staff making 
children aware 
of sounds. E.g. 
Aeroplanes etc 
 
Singing sessions 
 
   

A variety of mark-
making materials 
are available in the 
provision.  
 
Adults modelling 
mark-making.  
 
  

Modelling of 
writing through 
provision.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



 

An example of an observation where a staff member story scribed:  

 

 

An example of how staff value mark-making and extend children to think about letter shapes and 

apply knowledge from taught phonics sessions into Continuous Provision:  

 



Example of early mark-making: 

 

 

 

Evidence of how children share books with adults within the provision, asking questions:  

 



 

 

 

Examples of observations shared with parents about guided reading sessions: 

 



 

Examples of mark-making equipment: 

 

 

Evidence of the Book of the Week being shared on Tapestry: 

 

 

 

 



Mathematics 

 

 

 

Our aim is for all the children who attend our Nursery School to: 

• Enjoy exploring and learning about number. 

• Be confident to have a go at solving practical problems involving number, shape and space.  

 

We are mindful of the Early Learning Goal and the work that we put in place during a child’s time 

with us in Nursery School supports children to go on to achieve the goal at the end of Reception.  

 

Mathematics ELG: Children at the expected level of development will:  
ELG: Number 
- Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number; - Subitise (recognise 
quantities without counting) up to 5;  
- Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including 
subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts.  
ELG: Numerical Patterns  
- Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system;  
- Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the 
same as the other quantity;  
- Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities 
can be distributed equally. 
 

 



The Curriculum Aims at Gamesley Early Excellence Centre 
 

Fi
n

al
 m

ile
st

o
n

e
 To be able 

to sequence 
and 
understand 
time, 
including 
the order of 
the day, 
days of the 
week and 
time 
concepts 
before/ 
later. 

To be able to 
build with a 
variety of 
shapes, 
selecting 
shapes for a 
purpose, 
naming and 
describing 
these.  
To be able to 
explain how 
they’ve 
sorted a set 
of items. 

To be 
able to 
complete 
a 12-
piece 
jigsaw. 

To understand 
and use the 
concepts of 
full/empty, 
heavy/light, 
fast/slow, 
stop/go, 
loud/quiet, 
soft/hard, 
hot/cold, 
medium. On/off, 
in/out, up/down, 
under/top, open/ 
shut, bottom, 
behind, first, 
near, 
before/after. 

To be able to 
explain their 
ideas and 
knowledge to 
solve 
problems, 
using 
mathematical 
vocabulary 
including: 
more, less, 
same, 
changed, 
altogether. 

To be able to 
count accurately 
finding the total 
of a set of 
objects. 
Recognising this 
is a consistent 
value. 

To be able to 
make links 
between 
concrete and 
abstract, 
recognising 
that a 
number 
represents a 
set of objects. 

To be able to 
record their 
ideas and 
answers 
through 
representations 
of marks, 
patterns or 
numerals. 

Se
co

n
d

 m
ile

st
o

n
e

 To 
understand 
the visual 
timetable 
and other 
time related 
prompts e.g. 
Tambourine 
and timer. 

To be able to 
build for a 
purpose with 
blocks.  
To be able to 
categorise 
items by 
more than 
one 
attribute. 

To be 
able to 
complete 
an inset 
jigsaw. 

To understand 
the concepts of 
long, on/off, 
in/out, up/down, 
under/top, open/ 
shut. 

To show 
interest 
through 
observing and 
commenting 
on number 
scenarios in 
different 
contexts. 

To be able to 
count a set of up 
to 5 objects with 
1:1 
correspondence. 

To match a 
number of 
objects to a 
pattern. 

To be able to 
use fingers to 
represent a 
number. 

In
it

ia
l m

ile
st

o
n

e
 To be able 

to 
understand 
a basic 
visual 
timetable. 

To explore 
building with 
blocks.  
To be able to 
match. 

To be 
able to 
complete 
an inset 
jigsaw, 
with 
matching 
pictures. 

To understand 
the concepts of 
big and small.  

 

To begin to 
explore 
number 
through 
materials, 
objects such 
as: playdough, 
pots in the 
house, blocks 
and other 
real-life 
activities 
including 
snack time.  

 

To begin to use 
some number 
names and use 
these in play 
and with adults. 

To explore 
mathematical 
resources. 

To begin to 
enjoy and join 
in with finger 
and number 
rhymes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Below show the types of activities that the children engage in that supports their development in mathematics:   

Fi
n

al
 m

ile
st

o
n

e
 Days of the 

week songs 
and 
discussing 
the visual 
timetable. 

Block area.  
 
Mathematical 
resources in 
choosing 
library.  
Photo labels 
for resources 
to support 
tidying.  
 
Adult led 
maths 
sessions.  
 

  

Jigsaws 
available 
in 
choosing 
library.  

 

Adult led 
sessions.  
 
Adults supporting 
play, modelling 
and extending 
language. 

Adult led maths 
sessions 
 
Modelling of 
vocabulary in 
the provision 

Adult led maths 
sessions 
 
Adults 
supporting 
continuous 
provision 

Adult led 
maths 
sessions 

Adult led maths 
sessions 

Se
co

n
d

 m
ile

st
o

n
e

 Visual 
timetables, 
tambourine 
and timers 
for 
transitions 
and turn 
taking. 

Construction 
equipment in 
Continuous 
Provision.  
 
Adult led 
maths 
sessions.  
 
Photo labels 
for resources 
to support 
tidying.  
 
Matching 
games and 
activities in 
choosing 
library. 

Jigsaws 
available 
in 
choosing 
library.  
 
Adult led 
maths 
sessions.   

Adult led 
sessions.  
 
Adults supporting 
play, modelling 
and extending 
language. 

 

Adult led 
maths 
sessions 
 
Modelling 
of 
vocabulary 
in the 
provision 

 

Adult led 
maths 
sessions 
 
Adults 
supporting 
continuous 
provision 

Adult led maths 
sessions  
Numicon resource and 
other mathematical 
resources 

Adult led maths 
sessions 
 
Singing sessions 

In
it

ia
l m

ile
st

o
n

e
 Visual 

timetables 
and bells for 
transitions.  

 

Blocks 
available in 
indoor and 
outdoor 
provision.  
Photo labels 
for resources 
to support 
tidying.  
 
Matching 
games and 
activities.  

 

Jigsaws 
available 
in 
provision.  

 

Adults supporting 
play, modelling 
and extending 
language. 

 

Modelling 
of 
vocabulary 
in the 
provision 

 

Adults 
supporting 
continuous 
provision 

Continuous provision Singing sessions 
at end of 
sessions 
 
Continuous 
provision  

 



An example of using timers and practising counting skills in play.  

 

 

An example of group singing time, where mathematical concept is taught.  

 



An example of how children are supported to complete jigsaws and supported to learn 

mathematical vocabulary.  

 

An example of a child being talked to about problems and being taught mathematical vocabulary.  

 

 

 



An example of teaching about Mathematical concepts, full and empty within Continuous Provision.  

 

 

An example of group times focusing on number skills.  

 

 



An example of how mathematical concepts and teaching of number in the Continuous Provision.  

 

Evidence of how counting is taught in real-life activities in the Caterpillar room.  

 



Understanding the World 

 

 

 

Our aim is for all the children who attend our Nursery School to: 

• Be curious and inquisitive and have the confidence and skills to find out about the world 

around them. 

• Be respectful and care for other living things.  

• Be respectful, interested and curious about the lives of other people.  

 

We are mindful of the Early Learning Goal and the work that we put in place during a child’s time 

with us in Nursery School supports children to go on to achieve the goal at the end of Reception.  

 

Understanding the World ELG: Children at the expected level of development will:  
ELG: Past and Present   
-Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;  
- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class;  
- Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling;  
ELG: People Culture and Communities ELG  
- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts, and 
maps;  
- Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read in class;  
- Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge 
from stories, non-fiction texts and, when appropriate, maps.  
ELG: The Natural World  
- Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants;  
- Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;  
- Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and 
changing states of matter. 
The Curriculum Aims at Gamesley Early Excellence Centre  

Final 
milestone 

To begin to 
understand the 
life cycle of 
plants and 
animals and 
how to care for 
them.  

To ask questions 
about 
observations they 
make in the 
natural world.  

To talk about and 
show interest in 
the local 
environment, the 
wider 
community and 
the world. 

To be aware of 
different cultures, 
race, lifestyles and 
gender and be 
respectful of these. 

To begin to 
challenge gender 
stereotypes.  

Second 
milestone 

To handle 
plants and 
animals with 
care.  
To understand 
that we grow 
plants from 
seeds.  

To notice change 
in the natural 
world. 

To begin to talk 
about the local 
environment.  

To be interested in 
different cultures, 
race, lifestyles and 
genders and talk 
about these. 

To be aware of 
different roles 
people have in the 
community and 
talk about these.   



Initial 
milestone 

To show an 
interest in 
animals and 
plants and join 
in with 
planting 
activities.  

To begin to be 
aware of the 
natural world, 
showing interest 
in changes.  

To begin to be 
able to name 
features in the 
local 
environment e.g. 
Houses, shops, 
trees, roads etc  

To be aware of 
differences between 
people. 

To begin to be 
aware of the 
different 
occupations 
people have. E.g. 
Firefighters, Police 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Below show the types of activities that the children engage in that supports their development:   

Final 
milestone 

The allotment 
 
The Bug Hotel 
 
Books linking to 
life cycles 
 

First-hand 
experience in 
outdoor provision 
 
Weather boards 
in group times 

Walks in the 
local area 
 
Map making 
 
Non-fiction 
books 
  

Celebrations of 
festivals 
 
Guided reading 

Guided reading 
 
Visitors into 
Nursery 

Second 
milestone 

The allotment 
 
The Bug Hotel 
 
Books linking to 
life cycles 
 

First-hand 
experience in 
outdoor provision 
 
Weather boards 
in group times 

Walks in the 
local area 
 
Non-fiction 
books 

Celebrations of 
festivals 
 
Guided reading 

Guided reading 
 
Visitors into 
Nursery  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Initial 
milestone 

Minibeast area 
 
Garden 
 
 
 

First-hand 
experience in 
outdoor provision 

Walks in the 
local area 
   

Celebrations of 
festivals 
 
Family photograph 
board 
 
  

Visitors into 
Nursery  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



   Evidence of Understanding the World 

 

 

An example of teaching the Caterpillar children about looking after plants.  

 

 

An example of how produce grown in the allotment is used to make foods.  

 



Learning about minibeasts 

 

 

 

 

 



Learning first-hand about changes in the natural world 

 

 

Evidence of how we celebrate different festivals, including a child sharing her culture with the other 

children.  

 

 



Creating a map of the local area 

 

 

Visits from the Police and Fire Service into Nursery, having two women representing the services 

challenges some of the children’s perceptions about roles of women.  

 

 

 



 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 

 

 

Our aim is for all the children who attend our Nursery School to:  

• Be confident to explore and experiment with a range of materials, on both a large and 

small scale.  

• Be able to talk about what they are going to do, what they are doing and what they have 

done.   

• Be able to tell simple stories using small world and role play.  

• Join in with singing sessions and know some familiar songs.  

• Enjoy music and listen and respond appropriately.  

We are mindful of the Early Learning Goal and the work that we put in place during a child’s time 

with us in Nursery School supports children to go on to achieve the goal.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design ELGs: Children at the expected level of development will: 
Creating with Materials ELG 
- Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function;  
- Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;  
- Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 
Being Imaginative and Expressive ELG 
- Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher;  
- Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs;  
- Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and when appropriate try to move in time with 
music. 
 

The Curriculum Aims at Gamesley Early Excellence Centre  

Fi
n

a
l m

ile
st

o
n

e Children 
can join 
materials 
together 
effectively 
using 
resources 
like glue, 
tape and 
string.   

Children can 
use a range of 
construction 
materials 
purposefully to 
create models 
and talk about 
what they plan 
to do and what 
they have done.   

Children can 
use a range of 
mark making 
materials to 
draw 
representatio
nal pictures 
and talk about 
these.  

Children 
will tell 
simple 
narratives 
with a 
beginning 
middle 
and end, 
using 
small 
world 
props or 
role play.  

Children 
can sing 
at least 
six songs, 
with 
words 
and 
Makaton 
signs.  

Children 
are able to 
talk about 
different 
types of 
music and 
move 
appropriat
ely.   



Se
co

n
d

 m
ile

st
o

n
e Children 

can use glue 
and tape to 
stick things.    
 

Children can 
use a range of 
Construction 
materials to 
build simple 
structures.  

Children use a 
range of 
mark-making 
media to 
create marks 
and 
representatio
ns. 

Children 
use small 
world 
props and 
role play 
to tell 
short 
narratives.  

Children 
are able 
to join 
with 
singing 
sessions, 
knowing 
some 
words 
and 
signs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children 
are able to 
respond to 
music 
through 
dancing.   

In
it

ia
l m

ile
st

o
n

e Children 
begin to use 
glue to 
attach 
paper 
together.   

Children are 
able to use 
blocks to build 
simple towers 
and structures.   

Children 
explore a 
range of 
mark-making 
media, using 
this to make 
marks.  

Children 
act out 
familiar 
role play 
and 
explore 
small 
world 
resources.  

Children 
enjoy 
singing 
sessions 
and 
make 
requests 
for 
favourite 
songs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children 
respond to 
music 
through 
their 
movement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Below show the types of activities that the children engage in that supports their development:   
Fi

n
a

l m
ile

st
o

n
e Junk 

modelling 
area as part 
of 
Continuous 
Provision.  
 
Taught 
activities in 
group times 
to teach the 
skills. 

Large blocks 
and 
construction 
materials 
outside.  
Block area, 
Duplo area 
and Library 
where a 
variety of 
resources can 
be selected.   
 
Photos and 
books 
provided for 
ideas and 
stimulus.  

Taught 
sessions as 
part of 
group time. 
 
Mark-
making and 
creative 
area 
accessible 
at all times.   

Group times are 
used to tell 
stories and act 
out.  
 
Book of the 
Week 
 
Story scribing to 
record 
children’s 
stories.  
 
Small world 
provision.  
 
Role play 
 
 
 
 

Singing 
sessions.  
 
Core 
Nursery 
rhymes 
taught and 
revisited 
regularly.   

Music as 
part of 
group 
times.  
 
Music in 
provision, 
including 
instruments 
 
 

 
 

Se
co

n
d

 m
ile

st
o

n
e Junk 

modelling 
area as part 
of 
Continuous 
Provision. 
 
Taught 
activities in 
group times 
to teach the 
skills.  

 Large blocks 
and 
construction 
materials 
outside.  
Block area, 
Duplo area 
and Library 
where a 
variety of 
resources can 
be selected.   
 
Photos and 
books 
provided for 
ideas and 
stimulus. 

 Taught 
sessions as 
part of 
group time. 
 
Mark-
making and 
creative 
area 
accessible 
at all times.   

Group times are 
used to tell 
stories and act 
these out.  
 
Book of the 
Week 
 
Small world 
provision 
 
Role play 
 

Singing 
sessions.  
 
Core 
Nursery 
rhymes 
taught and 
revisited 
regularly. 
 
Choice 
boards used 
for children 
to select 
songs.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Music as 
part of 
group 
times.  
 
Music in 
provision, 
including 
instruments 
 

 



In
it

ia
l m

ile
st

o
n

e Cutting and 
sticking 
activities 
provided.  

Large blocks, 
and small 
blocks. Duplo 
accessible.  
 
  

Different 
mark-
making 
materials 
are 
provided.  
 
 
 
   

Stories are 
shared.  
 
Book of the 
Week.  
 
Small world 
provision 
 
Role play.  

Singing 
sessions.  
 
Core 
Nursery 
rhymes 
taught and 
revisited 
regularly. 
 
Choice 
boards used 
for children 
to select 
songs.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instruments 
used as part 
of singing 
sessions 
 
Music used 
for dancing.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



An example of teaching a child how to use the hole punch and string to attach a mask.  

 

An example of an N2 child’s work in the Duplo area.  

 

 



An example of a child in the Caterpillar Room exploring mark-making materials and media.  

 

 

An example of how the Book of the Week is extended in the Continuous Provision.  

 

 



An example of how the Nursery Rhyme choice board is used and how instruments are part of the 

provision.  

 

 

Evidence of how instruments are used at group time.  

 

 


