Accessibility Plan 2023- 2026

Accessibility Plan/Disability Equality Scheme

Introduction

The SEN and Disability Act 2001 extended the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) 1995 (revised in
2005) to cover education. The Governing body has three key duties towards disabled pupils under
Part 4 of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995:

e not to treat disabled pupils less favourably for a reason related to their disability;

e to make reasonable adjustments for disabled pupils, so that they are not at a substantial
disadvantage;

e to planto increase access to education for disabled pupils. (See Appendix 1 for the legal
framework)

This plan sets out the proposals of the Governing Body of the school to increase access to education
for disabled pupils in the three areas required by the planning duties in the DDA:

e increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school curriculum;

e improving the environment of the school to increase the extent to which disabled pupils can
take advantage of education and associated services;

e improving the delivery to disabled pupils of information which is provided in writing for
pupils who are not disabled.

At Gamesley Early Excellence Nursery School our aims are:

e To have high ambitions for its disabled pupils and expects them to participate and achieve in every
aspect of school life (not all children who are defined as disabled have SEN but have rights under
Disability Discrimination Act-for example those with severe asthma, arthritis or diabetes)

e To maintain an inclusive ethos
e To ensure a high quality child-centred and balanced curriculum addressing the needs of all children

e To have systems which enable the early identification of barriers to learning and participation and
to focus on removing these barriers

e To embrace equal opportunities for all members of the school community, including high
expectations for all pupils and groups of pupils

AIMS OF THIS PLAN

At Gamesley Early Excellence Nursery School, we have a commitment to equal opportunities for all
members of the school community and our Accessibility Plan outlines our intention to remove
barriers for people with a disability to:



e improve access to the physical environment,

e increase the extent to which all pupils can participate in the different areas of the Early Years
Foundation Stage curriculum

e improve the availability of accessible information to disabled pupils and or parents.

Compliance with the disability duty under the Equality Act is consistent with the school’s aims,
development plans, Equality Policy, and the operation of the school’s SEND policy. This Accessibility
Plan will, therefore, be the process of addressing the needs of disabled people through specific
targets. Attached is an action plan showing how the school will address the priorities identified.

OBJECTIVES OF THIS PLAN
The key objectives of our Accessibility Plan are as follows:

e We are committed to providing a fully accessible environment which values and includes all
pupils, staff, parents and visitors regardless of their education, physical, sensory, social,
spiritual, emotional and cultural needs.

e We are committed to challenging negative attitudes about disability and accessibility and to
developing a culture of awareness, tolerance and inclusion.

e To reduce and eliminate barriers to access to the curriculum and to full participation in the
school community for pupils, and prospective pupils, with a disability.

e We are committed to providing all pupils with a broad and balanced curriculum,
differentiated and adjusted to meet the needs of individual pupils and their preferred
learning styles; and we endorse the key principles in the EYFS which underpin the
development of a more inclusive curriculum

CURRENT PUPIL DATA & SCHOOL AUDIT

Details about the children with SEND currently attending our school can be found in the SEND
register held by the Headteacher. The school will endeavour to make reasonable adjustments to
accommodate the needs of these children on an ‘as needed’ basis. In order to ensure that our data is
up to date and accurate we will:

e liaise with the Local Authority so as to identify and therefore plan a response to students
with a disability well before they arrive;

e identify early on in their school career any obstacles to the effective learning of disabled
students;

e inorderto ensure that our data is up to date and accurate we will liaise with the Local
Authority and the Health Visiting Service so as to identify and therefore plan a response to
students with a disability well before they arrive.

FINANCIAL PLANNING AND CONTROL

The Head teacher, together with the governors will review the financial implications of the
School’s Accessibility Plan as part of the normal budget review process. The objective is that
over time School Accessibility Plan actions will be integrated into the School Development Plan.
Gamesley Early Excellence Nursery School will finance the plan by identifying costs and
incorporating them into current and future budget commitments.



MONITORING THE PLAN

Governors will check that there has been:

e success in meeting identified targets;

e changes in physical accessibility of school buildings;

e the opportunity for stakeholders e.g. parents, pupils and staff, to comment on the
school’s ability to promote access to educational opportunities for pupils with
disabilities;

e improved levels of confidence in staff in reducing the obstacles to success for any pupils
with additional needs;

e recorded evidence that increased numbers of pupils with disabilities are actively
participating in all areas of the school;
e levels of progress for pupils with disabilities at least equal to those of their peers;

e Ofsted inspections that identify high levels of educational inclusion

The school will achieve successful implementation of the accessibility plan with continued support in

the areas of:

e providing targeted training for staff on the needs of particular pupils;

e promoting collaboration through the provision of information and the sharing of good

practice;

e seeking support/advice from outside the school, from services, other agencies and
organisations;

e ensuring that the school is aware of all support services that provide advice to schools and

staff.

Improving the Physical Access
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